
 

 

 
 

The Federation of 

St Mary’s Catholic Schools 

“I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me” 

Philippians 4:13 

The Feast of the Epiphany 

A very warm welcome back to all our children and families. On behalf of the staff and governors, I 

would like to wish you all a happy new year and hope that you managed to have a great Christ-

mas with your family and friends.  

The past few days have been a great start to this spring term. Children’s attendance is high, atti-

tudes good and work ethic fabulous. The curriculum for the spring term is already underway and 

being taught, daily routines are being put back in place, behaviour is great and the children have 

settled in really well to this new term so far. Some after school clubs will be up and running from 

next week and in the spring term we begin to do some additional ‘booster’ sessions for the chil-

dren to try and ensure they stay ‘on-track’ to achieve the best they can. 

Prior to the Christmas break we unfortunately had to make a decision to close the school at rela-

tively short notice. I would just like to say a huge thank you to all our parents and carers who un-

derstood our decision and had to, in some cases, rearrange their schedules in order to accommo-

date the school closure. All staff and governors very much appreciated your overwhelmingly posi-

tive response to this situation. Thank you. 

Epiphany Mass 

Today we celebrated Mass to mark the Feast of the Epiphany. All the children from Year 2 to 

Year 6 filled the Church and, together with the parents/carers and parishioners, sang their hearts 

out, read and behaved well. Well done to all our readers and to staff who organised the music 

and to the parents who supported the children in getting to and from Church. A lovely community 

effort to begin this new year, 2023. 

Key Priorities for 2023 

As we begin our new year it is well worth reminding ourselves about our priorities. As always, 

safeguarding is of paramount importance and keeping children safe, children feeling safe and 

happy are the highest of priorities. In addition to keeping children safe, we need to sharpen our 

focus on making the curriculum inspiring and accessible for all, making the quality of teaching and 

learning experiences memorable, moving our behaviour policy and practice towards a relational 

and restorative approach, raising standards in everything we do and giving all the children oppor-

tunities to deepen and develop their hobbies, interests and passions. As always, with parents be-

ing the most influential people in the children’s lives, working together in partnership, we can 

make The Federation of St Mary’s Catholic Schools successful, equipping the children with the 

knowledge and skills they need to prepare them for the next stage of their educational journey 

and ensuring a legacy of excellence in all that we do. Have a great weekend and God Bless. 



Dates for your diary – Spring 1 – St Mary’s Catholic Junior School 

Wed 11
th

 January 5.30: Y3 Gulliver’s residential meeting in Junior School hall. 

Thurs 12
th

 January Y4 Forest Schools – dress appropriately. 

Thurs 12
th

 January Y5R Swimming 

Tues 17
th

 January 5.30: Y5 London residential meeting in Junior School hall 

Wed 18
th

 January 5.30: RE parent workshop in Junior School hall 

Thurs 19
th

 January Y4 Forest Schools – dress appropriately. 

Thurs 19
th

 January Y5R Swimming 

Mon 23
rd

 January 9.15: 5HQ Prayer and liturgy in hall. Families welcome to attend. 

Tues 24
th

 January 3.30 – 4.30: 4M With You Always session in school 

Wed 25
th

 January 3.30 – 4.30: 4W With You Always session in school 

Thurs 26
th

 January Y5HQ Swimming 

Thurs 2
nd

 February Y5HQ Swimming 

Fri 3
rd

 February NSPCC Number Day – wear something with a number on or a badge or sticker. 

*Information to follow 

WB Mon 6
th

 February Children’s Mental Health Week 

Thurs 9
th

 February Swimming for some Y5 – separate letter to follow. 

Fri 10
th

 February Finish for half term. Return to school on Tuesday 21
st
 February. 



Dates for your diary – Spring Term – St Mary’s Catholic Infant School 

6.1.23 Curriculum overviews sent home and posted on Seesaw  

Afterschool Club letter sent home to parents 

13.1.23 Knowledge organisers sent home and posted on Seesaw 

Wb 16.1.23 After school clubs begin 

27.1.23 Y1O Collective Worship at 9.10am- Families welcome to attend 

31.1.23 Year 2 SATs meeting for parents at 5.15pm 

3.2.23 NSPCC Number day 

Children to wear school uniform but replace or add an item with a number on it 

eg birthday badge, football top etc 

Wb 6.2.23 Children’s Mental Health Week 

7.2.23 Safer Internet Day 

Year 2 dance performance at 2.45pm in the school hall. Families welcome to 

attend. 

9.2.23 Reception dance performance at 2.45pm in the school hall. Families welcome to 

attend. 

10.2.23 Art Exhibition-all children’s art work will be displaced in the school hall. All fami-

lies are invited to attend from 8.40am-9.15am. 

EYFS-Superhero Day. All children are invited to wear a superhero costume. 

School closes at 3.15pm for half term 



 








