The Federation of
St Mary’s Catholic Schools

“I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me”

Philippians 4: 13 8th September2023
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~ WELCOME BAGK! -

What a wonderful week we have had, welcoming all our children back to school. We have also been de-
lighted to welcome both new children and new staff to our St Mary’s family.

Thank you for your patience this week, in particular with some of our IT systems that have been affected
by the St Helens council cyber attack. Thank you also for your support with uniform and appearance.

Class Dojo

All parents should have received a code to join their child’s class today, either by email or as a paper
copy. Information letters regarding this have also been sent to you. We look forward to sharing more of
our school days with you.

Pick up and pray

Year 6 parents are invited to a short prayer and liturgy session on Wednesday at 3.00pm. Please come in
through the office and join your child’s class for this short worship.

Lunches

Our lunchtimes have changed this week and although there have been some teething problems, on the
whole, both staff and children have been positive about the changes. We will continue to monitor this
very closely and once elected, our school council will also be heavily involved in ensuring the quality of
our lunchtimes are improved.

Action short of strike action

Teachers in the NASUWT will be taking action short of strike action, commencing Monday 18 September.
For this reason, there will be no after school clubs run by school staff up until at least October half term.
Private sports clubs who are offering extra-curricular activities will be running as normal. These will be
sent out next week.




I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me

Health and Christ at the

This week we have launched our brand new curriculum. Our Arches Curriculum has been designed by the

to develop the whole child by providing a broad, balanced and challenging education that is rooted in our
Catholic faith. We aim to create ambitious, resilient and well-rounded learners who place Christ at the

centre of their lives. We strive for excellence in all aspects of our teaching and learning, recognising that
each child is unique and has individual needs. Our curriculum is designed to be inclusive and to ensure
that every child is given the opportunity to succeed. We provide a range of experiences and opportunities
for our children to develop their knowledge and skills, whilst encouraging them to be curious, creative,
and independent learners who are confident and prepared to be successful for the future. Within this
broad and balanced approach, we place an important emphasis on promoting health and wellbeing.

This half term we will be encouraging and focusing on

Our Stars of the Week are going to be focusing on this during the weeks up until October half term.

Preloved Boutique

Both schools have lots of preloved uniform that need a new home. Please call into either office and help
yourselves to any of our uniform that you might need.

MI Hope
Academy

Ajoint Catholic & Church of England Acadesmy.

OPEN EVENING

Wednesday 27 September 2023
5:00pm — 8:00pm

Leadership Presentations 5:00pm & 6:30pm
NO BOOKING REQUIRED

OPEN MORNINGS

Wednesday 18" October 2023 9:15am — 10:00am

Wednesday 25"‘ October 2023 9:15am — 10:00am
Online booking required as spaces are limited

Hope Academy

Ashton Road

01744 671930 ’ Newton-le-Willows
www.hopeacademy.org.uk LINK TO PROSPECTUS WA12 0AQ




Bee Award
Riley Lucas
3Ro Zac Harry
4W India Logan G
Saffron Lewis S
5D James S Sofia
5HQ Avril Sophie R
6w Lola B Lola R
6R Jack C Jude
6M Niamh B Lola B
School
Values Riley A
Award
Millionaire
Reader
Rock
Hero
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The Federation of
St Mary's PTFA

é& REASONS TO JOIN THE PTFA

FOR THE CHILDREN FOR YOU FOR THE SCHOOL

BECOME A ROLE MODEL TO VOLUNTEE G IS A HELP THE SCHOOL TO RAISE
SHOW YOUR CHILD YOU LEW NG EXPERIENCE FUNDS.
VALUE THEIR EDUCATION.

WE PL. e HAVE A VOICE IN THE
THE EVENTS WE PLAN WILL ; C 3 4 PURCHASES THAT ARE MADE

IMPROVE YOUR CHILD'S C ) . ') ( TO SUPPORT THE CHILDREN.
SCHOOL EXPERIENCE. E MP Y.

()

SIS

BE CONNECTED KEEP THE PTFA GOING!

THERE IS NO BETTER WAY OF WE AIM TO ENJOY AS PARENTS LEAVE SCHOOL
KNOWING WHAT'S OURSELVES IN ALL OUR WE NEED TO KEEP THE
HAPPENING IN SCHOOL. ROLES. COMMITTEE GOING.

MEET OTHERS THAT SHARE FROM PLANNING EVENTS COME JOIN OUR FRIENDLY
THE SAME COMMON GOALS TO RUNNING A STALL IS TEAM AS MANY HANDS

TO HELP IMPROVE THE EXCITING! MAKE LIGHT WORK!
SCHOOL.

WIN :i0msove

OB ONLINE

Community Grants

* Tickets cost just £1 a week
® Please help give our fundraising a boost
® Win up to £25,000 every week

® Support our school, and win!

g U M M E R Thank you to everyone who used their blue

tokens to vote for St Mary's in the Tesco

R@ F F I E Community Grant.

R PLAY NOW:
Great news - we came top & have been S he GR code orvih
awarded £1,500 towards projects at the junior www.yourschoollottery.co.uk
Schooll!! And search for: Federation St Mary’s
‘;‘ YOUR
* scHooL it -
LOTTERY

‘Supporters must be 16 years of age or older. See website for Terms & conditions. Enter by 24th June 2023.



At National Online Safety, we belleve in empowering parents, carers and trusted adults with the information to hold an Informed conversation about online safety with thelr children, should they
feel It s needed. This guide focuses on one issue of many which we befleve trusted adults should be aware of, Pleass visit www.natlonalonlinesafety.com for further guides, hints and tips for adults.

What Parents & Carers Need to Know about

AGE-INAPPR"2PRIATE CONTENT

“Inappropriate” means different things to different p

What's

’
P

ptable for one age group, for example, may be

unsuitable for a slightly younger audience. Online, young people can chance upon inappropriate content in various
ways - from pop-up ads to TikTok videos. The increasingly young age at which children become active in the digital
world heightens the risk of them innocently running into something that they find upsetting or frightening. Trusted
adults need to be able to help children be aware of what to do if they're exposed to age-inappropriate content.

SOCIAL MEDIA

Age-inappropriate content is

easily accessible th h many

social media platforms. TikTok,

for instance, is hugely ?opulor

with young people but is arguably best
known for clips featuring sexualised
dancing or profanity. Some social media
users also express hate speech or
promote eating disorders and self-harm,
which could cause lasting damage to a
child’s emotional and mental health.

GAMING

Gaming is an enjoyable source of
entertainment, but many popular titles
can expose children to inappropriate
material such as violence, horror,
8umbl|ng or sexuall cxpl‘clt content.
laying games unsuitable for their age

risks normalising to children what they
are seeing. Some games also include
in-gaqme chat, where other (usually
old?rs online players often use language

/ that you probably wouldn’t want your
child to hear or repeat.

S
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The range of video streaming services
available online means that users can
find almost anything they want to watch
on demand. Children are therefore at risk
of viewing TV shows and movies which
contain nudity, drug and alcohol abuse,
explicit language and extreme violence.
Unfortunately, these streaming platforms
can't always determine that it's not an
adult who's watching.

Ly
ADVERTS

Online adverts frequently include
age-inappropriate content: uuunllg
gambling and nudity or partial nudity,
although adverts for alcohol or
e-cigarettes are also common. Some
search engines also feature adverts that
are responsive to your search history: so
if you've recently looked up a new horror
movie, shopped for lingerie or ordered
alcohol online, then the ads appearing
on screen could reflect this the next time
your child borrows your device.
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Advice for Pa

TALK IT THROUGH

Embarrassment or fear of getting into trouble can make it difficult
for children to talk openly about age-inappropriate content they've
watched. Remind your child they can always come to you if they're f<
troubled by something they've seen online, without worrying about .'/

«

e

consequences. Before offering advice, discuss what they saw, how

Age-ina

/ If your child’s been particularly distressed by exposure to

GET SPECIALIST HELP

ropriate content can
potentially have a negative impacton a

T~
rents & Carers

CONNECT, DON'T CORRECT

content that wasn't suitable for their
uidance to prevent them from rog:g
ut it’s equally vital to help them I

situation

you might have had at their age, and how you dea

STAY CAIM ‘%
Even though it is obviously difficult to stay

rational in a situation where your child has

o, it's important to offer
the same mistake -
h the emotions that the

e

as raised. You could tell them about anﬁ similar experiences

t with it.

' oo

g?lld‘a moa:al hc:lﬂ;,a whlchllskshorlnotimu

8| grd rough chan n their
bo& our. If thog roblovg?ocomu more
severe, you might consider reaching out
to a mental health professional or an

expert in this field who can provide you
and your child with the proper support.

BLOCK, REPORT, CONTROL
After di: ing the probl ou and your
@ been put at risk, it's essential to think before

lou react. Your child may well have hesitated

platform’s rules. To further laloqucrd your & 0 open up to you about wtchln%‘.

imnat-anobtea3bvices ot mey sve, ({2 e 2 e ot and supportive

V.'?’ t} will reinforce the notion that it would be easy

v

they felt and how they came to find the content in question.

child can take action to 3¢, This cocld

include blocking any inappropriate sites

and reporting any content which violates a

This will significantly reduce the chances

of your child being exposed to to talk to you about similar issues in the future.

age-inappropriate content in future.
National
Safety’

#WakeUpWednesday

inopprogricte-contne-foctshet |

‘Meet Our Expert

Cayley Jorgensen Is a Reglstered Counsellor with The Health
Professions Council of South Africa, and she runs a private
proctice offering counselling to children, teenagers and families.
Her main focus is creating awareness and educating the
community on the mental heaith pressures of today’s world, as
well as resources and techniques to understand and cope better,
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@ www.nationalonlinesafety.com ’ @natonlinesafety n /NationalOnlineSafety @nationalonlinesafety
Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No llability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 01.12.2021




