The Federation of
St Mary’s Catholic Schools

“I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me”

Philippians 4: 13 30th June 2023
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Sports Day

Both Upper and Lower school sports days went ahead this week. The children participated
in track and field events and it was wonderful to see and hear the field full of laughter,
clapping, cheering and achievement. Wellies were wanged, javelins were thrown and
there was even a new twist on the ‘potato’ race (if anyone has ever seen an actual potato
in this race, we would really like to hear about it!) All our school values were clearly evi-
dent in both events and we are extremely proud of all the children and their sportsperson-
ship. Thank you also to our Y6 children who helped out at the Infant sports morning on
Thursday. The infant staff were very complimentary about how helpful they were. Thank
you to the PTFA for helping out and selling water at all the events too.

Y5 London Trip 3

Y5 set off very early on Thursday morning to London,
where they visited the sites on foot, went in the London
Dungeon (as part of their history topic of ‘Crime and Pun-
ishment’) , walked some more and attended the West
End theatre to see Matilda. A visit to Westminster Cathe-
dral was also in order, the Mother Church of Catholics in

England and Wales. Thanks to the staff who accompanied the
children on this really special trip.

Transition

Next week is transition week all across St Helens and St Mary’s is
no different. Tuesday morning is ‘moving up morning’, where all
children will spend the morning with their new class teacher in
their new classroom. Children and parents have been informed of
their new classes and teachers today. On this day, the children will all come into school
and into their new classrooms first thing, before going back to their normal classes just be-
fore lunch.
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Dates for your diary

Millionaire reader’s tea party — Parents / carers invited.
Tuesday 4™ July 5.30—Y2 transition evening at the Junior school

Moving up morning
Wednesday 5% July

KS2 Poetry buzz event at Queens Park 6pm
Thursday 6" July

Spanish Day
Wednesday 12" July

St Mary’s Got Talent—performances from our after school club
Friday 14th July

Y6 Production 2pm/6pm
Monday 17* July

Y6 Leavers Mass 10am (provisional)

Tuesday 18" July Y6 Leavers Party 5.30—7.00pm
Y6 Leavers assembly 2.00pm - Parents/carers welcome
Wednesday 19* July Finish for Summer

Aftendance Maters

Y3 Monday

Y4 Tuesday
Y5 Wednesday
Y6 Thursday
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Ajoint Catholic & Church of England Academy

Transition days will now take place
on Monday 3" Tuesday 4™ and
Thursday 6™ July. Letters confirm-
ing new arrangements will be
emailed to parents/carers. Letter
can also be found on Hope Academy
website. Click HERE to access. Any
queries please

email parent@hopeacademy.org.uk



https://docs.google.com/viewerng/viewer?url=https://4905753ff3cea231a868-376d75cd2890937de6f542499f88a819.ssl.cf3.rackcdn.com/hope/uploads/document/Changes-to-Transition-Week-Letter-to-Parents-23.6.23.pdf?t%3D1687517219
mailto:parent@hopeacademy.org.uk
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The Federation of
St Mary's PTFA

é& REASONS TO JOIN THE PTFA

FOR THE CHILDREN FOR YOU FOR THE SCHOOL

BECOME A ROLE MODEL TO VOLUNTEE G IS A HELP THE SCHOOL TO RAISE
SHOW YOUR CHILD YOU LEW NG EXPERIENCE FUNDS.
VALUE THEIR EDUCATION.

WE PL. e HAVE A VOICE IN THE
THE EVENTS WE PLAN WILL ; C 3 4 PURCHASES THAT ARE MADE

IMPROVE YOUR CHILD'S C ) . ') ( TO SUPPORT THE CHILDREN.
SCHOOL EXPERIENCE. E MP Y.

()

SIS

BE CONNECTED KEEP THE PTFA GOING!

THERE IS NO BETTER WAY OF WE AIM TO ENJOY AS PARENTS LEAVE SCHOOL
KNOWING WHAT'S OURSELVES IN ALL OUR WE NEED TO KEEP THE
HAPPENING IN SCHOOL. ROLES. COMMITTEE GOING.

MEET OTHERS THAT SHARE FROM PLANNING EVENTS COME JOIN OUR FRIENDLY
THE SAME COMMON GOALS TO RUNNING A STALL IS TEAM AS MANY HANDS

TO HELP IMPROVE THE EXCITING! MAKE LIGHT WORK!
SCHOOL.

WIN :i0msove

OB ONLINE

Community Grants

* Tickets cost just £1 a week
® Please help give our fundraising a boost
® Win up to £25,000 every week

® Support our school, and win!

g U M M E R Thank you to everyone who used their blue

tokens to vote for St Mary's in the Tesco

R@ F F I E Community Grant.

R PLAY NOW:
Great news - we came top & have been S he GR code orvih
awarded £1,500 towards projects at the junior www.yourschoollottery.co.uk
Schooll!! And search for: Federation St Mary’s
‘;‘ YOUR
* scHooL it -
LOTTERY

‘Supporters must be 16 years of age or older. See website for Terms & conditions. Enter by 24th June 2023.
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COFFEE!

Listen ¢ Change would like to invite you to their parent Carer
Coffee mornings!

These are an opporcunity to Mmeet other parent Carers in a relaxed
setting for a Cuppa, Cake and a Chat. You Can alse enjoy a Same of
Bingo!

Mo need to book, just Come along for the whole morning or drop
in anytime between 1oam — 12pm

@ The Carers Clubhouse, 18 Cothaln Street,
Gt Helens, Merseyside, WA10 187 (opposite Town Hall)

Oon
Friday 7 July 2023
Friday 8 September 2023
Friday 6 QOCuwober 2023
Friday loch November 2023
Friday 1** DeCember 2023

For further information please ContaCt Sara Dolan on 017%4 675615
or Saradolan@sthelenscarars.org. uk
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Listeh ¢ Chahge would like to invite you to their evening
get-togethers!
For parents ahd Carers Of Childreh ahd youhg people with

SEND-
TWhy hot come alohg? NO heed O book.
From 18.30-20.00

Tuesday 11" July 2023
Tuesday 12 Septemper 2023
Tuesday 14" November 2023

@ The Carer Clubhouse, 18 Cotham Street,
Gt Helens, Merseyside, T\LA10 167 (opposite Town Hall-

This will be an opportunity to meet other pareht carers in a
relaxed setting for a cuppa, a Chat ahd a Same of bingo.
For Further information please contaCt Sara [Dolah on
01744 675615 Or Saradolah@sthelenscarers.org.uk
RS

Coffee Mornings -Our regular Coffee
Marning is a great opportunity to meet
other Parent Carers in a relaxed setting.
Come along for a chat over a cuppa and

Parent Representatives - Be a parent
carer who represents the views of
families at meetings, workshops and
events, working with practitioners to en-

»

carerstrust

St Helens Carers Centre
action - help-advice

4

>
carerstrust

St Helens Carers Centre
action-help-advice

sure that services meet the needs of
those families.

Members of

N P . C,

Hational Herwork of Parsss Carer Forums
‘Cur Strengeh iy our Shared Qxparisnce’
warw napel.arguk

How To Contact Us

St Helens Carers Centre
31-35 Baldwin Street
St Helens
WA10 2RS

Tel: 01744 675615

www.listendchange.org

St Helens Parent Carer

Forum

Are you the Parent Carer of a child
or young person with
special educational needs
and/or a disability (SEND) in
St. Helens?

saradolan@sthelenscarers.org.uk

If yes, this is your Parent Carer Fo-
rum. It is run by Parent
Carers for Parent Carers.
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Dear Parent/Carers

Sponsored colour run

The PTFA would like to thank everyone who has shown an interest in participating in the colour run or
offering to volunteer on the day.

Unfortunately, we haven’t achieved the numbers of runners and volunteers needed to hold such a big
event, and so have made the difficult decision not to go ahead this time. We know some of you will be
disappointed, but it’s a busy time of year, and we understand everyone has lots of commitments, so this
feels like the right thing to do in the circumstances. We may decide to revisit the colour run idea at a lat-
er date, in a different format.

We will, of course, ensure that anyone who has paid to enter the 12+/adult race has their donation re-
turned.

Grand Summer Raffle

In the meantime, the grand summer raffle will go ahead planned. Tickets have been sent out in book
bags, and there are spares in the school offices. We have so many amazing prizes this year — check out
our social media pages for more information. Winners will be announced on Monday 10th July!

Welcome BBQ

Our next event will be the Welcome BBQ in early September, where we welcome new joiners to St Mary’s
and everyone else back after the summer holidays. It is one of our favourite family events; really relaxed
and lots of fun. Why not join us then — we’ll send further information about nearer the time.

Thank you for your support
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OUT OF SCHOOL CLUB3

1 ton-le-Willows
» 0 0 HFBRA LIT AR -GS RS
N ‘ Th'IS 1S niwfc.co.uk

our game. #ForR=ZA NEWTON

Dynamos Cricket provides a fantastic next step for all
those graduating from All Stars Cricket and the perfect

introduction for all 8-11 year-olds new to the sport! JOIN US FOR THE 23/24
ore all of g together ond developing nes SEASON!

st WE ARE LOOKING TO RECRUIT A COUPLE OF
PLAYERS FOR THE NEW SEASON!

GIRLS IN YEAR 3 OR 4 FROM SEPTEMBER

Sign up today to your nearest o B = C O n ta Ct U S

Dynamos Cricket centre.

dynamoscricket.co.uk 7 07707157233

dynamoscricket.co.uk 4 ~
enquiries@niwfc.co.uk

Join us at:
Newton - le - Willows Cricket Club, WA12 9XE
Session dates:
Friday evenings, 19th May - 7th July 2023, for all children aged 8-11
Session timings:
6:00- 7:00 pm
Contact:
ianwalky112@gmail.com

www.nlwfc.co.uk

Newton Storm, your local community Rugby League
club, are currently on the look out for new players
and volunteers.

With age groups from Reception to Open Age,and
continued success both on and off the field, it’sa
great time to get involved.

1f you’d like to know more find us on
Facebook or Twitter.

B oNewtonstormaRL
f NewtonStormARLFC

www.newtonstorm.co.uk

Contct B e




At Natlonal Online Safety, we belleve in empowering parents, carers and trusted adults with the information to hold an informed conversation about online safety with their chiidren, should they feel
itis needed. This guide focuses on one of many issues which we belleve trusted adults should be aware of. Please visit www.nationalonlinesafety.com for further guides, hints and tips for aduits.

What Parents & CarersiNeed to Know about
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Al VIRTUALERIEND
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Artificial intelligence = particularly,in terms of how,it generates natural longuage 2 has'see

development the last six months, with companies releasing/new. Al=based softwarelonaddi

xample)Yone form of /Al tobecome especial

Al chatbots may not always be
able to recognise when content is
? Inaj fate or harmful and
should be filtered out. So there's a
that children could be

o offensive language or
explicit material while conversing
with u\ci{.\;lnual lrilond, m:
companies producing such Al
soun%ns are also unlikely to take
;;s.romlblllty for any content that

r algorithms generate,

REDUCED SOCIAL e

An excessive reliance on chatbots
for social interaction could
potentially cause a child to begin
reducing the amount of
face-to~-face communication m?
have, leading to soclal isolation.

become de it
chg?o provide ol
companionship, it could likely
hinder the develo) t of their
real-life social skills.

LACK OF )
SENSITIITY

Chatbot software sn't always
sog:m!k:alod enough to pick up on
subtle emotional cues or recogn
signs of distress in children, as most
humans would. It might therefore
fall to respond asgfopdat . Al
misinterpreting what it's being told
or replying Insensitively to a youm
user who's alread cuuﬁgﬂng
potentially imy achilds
emotional w ng or exacerbate
any existing emotional issues.

- “  Advice Fon::Parent;;& Carers

o

UNINTENTIONAL ([
BIAS ,

Al companions are only as reliable
as the information they’'ve been
g«:gromod with. The algorithms
y use, therefore, may
unlnunlionul!y ‘rfomoto blas,
stereo! or discriminatory
behaviour (as many inate from
the USA or the UK, for Instance, they

can dis, a distinct
mmrr?-':ymmc woﬂzbw%mls
could lead to children devel gu(ng
skewed attitudes and rs.

COGNITIVE l
LIMITATIONS

Although many are now undeniably
advanced, Al-powered chatbots
still have Iidnltcmom in terms of e
understan: complex concepts,
context andﬁum?&pendn
lhecvilly on cho’abotc to help

learning or sol problems rr:?
:mnnr;?o dc\:lopmevlntgll c.:dchl s
own critical thin
cuch abllity to evmr?é in
open-ended discussions other
people. \

PRIVACY
CONCERNS

Chatbots typically collect data
about users, including personal
ation and conversations.

This is ostensibly to im thel
mrfcrmnnce as they

rn about our il
many experts are wam
there may be nlﬂcon?gikl
associated with how this

- - AT

CREATE A SAFE ENVIRONMENT 453,  FIND A BALANCE

" utdﬂdlcmwongecwmnemm Work:
ony:omm to do so ct° safe o.t;vlronmu,,_, 0

-
RECOGNISE THE RISKS
Aswmlcnyformdom; game, when it comes to Al chatbots we'd
rongly end that y

mqowﬁkﬁm‘m hild can download and use. This
@qﬁu I:lt'l'a upset :‘:v \ by inappropriate oom;

particu
Glm:«mﬁm

Meet Qur Expert

A Certified Information Systems Security Professional (CI155#), Gary Henderson is
the Director of IT at & large boording school in the UK, having previcusty taught in
schools and colleges In Britain and the Middie Last, With a particular imecest in
digiol citimaship and Cyber security, be bulmes it i ssseaticl that we becorme
more aware of the risks around technology, as well as the benefits.

recomm consider employi rental controls % H."Q" it to “'mn compal
either on the device bel ised or within #o mro Mzgo . m?wly wise gm' ﬁ.ﬁ:mm Er"m hag.
oremldmu.nmomyhoglmct N ihowmm nmﬂ%\d&m and

considered

or cc';‘:ymb.

National
Online
Safety’

'+ #WakeUpWednesday

' @natonlinesafety 3 /Nationalonlinesatety @nationalonlinesafety ¢J* @national_online_safety
Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No labllity is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 21.08.2023




